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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by An et al 
(4,726,056). 

Consider claim 37. An teaches a method for processing a calling card call (column(s) 6, 
line(s) 56-60) from a caller to determine the rate associated with the call, comprising receiving a 
called number (column(s) 6, line(s) 43-46); receiving a caller identifier (column(s) 6, line(s) 46- 
56); generating at an operator module, a request for a rate quote (see the entire abstract; 
column(s) 3, line(s) 60 through column(s) 4, line(s) 9); sending the request for the rate quote to a 
rating system (rating system 10), wherein the rate quote module performing a database look-up 
based on the called number and the caller identifier (column(s) 2, line(s) 3-60; see fig(s) 4; 
column(s) 7, line(s) 37 through column(s) 14, line(s) 5); generates a rate quote (see the entire 
abstract; fig(s) 2-7; column(s) 5, line(s) 67 through column(s) 6, line(s) 14); and sends the rate 
quote to the operator module (see the entire abstract; fig(s) 2-7; column(s) 5, line(s) 67 through 
column(s) 6, line(s) 14). 

Consider claim 38. An further teaches the database look-up is also based on time and 
date information (column(s) 13, line(s) 37-50; column(s) 14, line(s) 6-20). 
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Consider claim 39. An further teaches the request for the rate quote comprises a request 
to assign a rate to the call (see the entire abstract; fig(s) 2-7; column(s) 5, line(s) 67 through 
column(s) 6, line(s) 14). 

Consider claim 40. An further teaches the caller identifier comprises rate information 
assigned to a caller's network access number (column(s) 6, line(s) 40-63). 

Consider claim 41 . An further teaches, for non-postalized rates, the rating system 
computes the distance using vertical or horizontal coordinates of an originating location and a 
location of the called number (column(s) 11, line(s) 12-17; column(s) 11, line(s) 47 through 
column(s) 12, line(s) 11). 

Consider claim 42. An further teaches the rate system assigns a single rate to all calls and 
the rate is cost per time unit (column(s) 13, line(s) 25-36). 

Consider claim 43. An further teaches the rate comprises a cost per call (see the entire 
abstract; e.g., calculating charges for telephone calls in real-time; column(s) 4, line(s) 10-28). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-7503. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM-3 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kuntz Curtis can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Due Nguyen^ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 
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